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e
Statewide Elected Officeholders

* Governor: Mike Braun (R)

e Lt. Governor: Micha Beckwith (R)

e Attorney General: Todd Rokita (R)

* Secretary of State: Diego Morales (R)
e Auditor: Elise Nieshalla (R)

e State Treasurer: Daniel Elliott (R)
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New Governor Administration

* Governor Braun was inaugurated on January 13,
2025

* New key cabinet members:
* Lieutenant Governor: Micah Beckwith
* Chief of Staff: Joshua Kelley
e Secretary of Health and Family Services: Dr. Gloria Sachdev

 Commissioner of the Indiana State Department of Health:
Dr. Lindsay Weaver

* Secretary of the Family and Social Services Administration:
Mitch Roob

* Secretary of Management and Budget: Lisa Hershman
* Insurance Commissioner: Holly Lamber
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Legislative Leadership

Indiana House of Representatives Indiana State Senate

40 Republicans

70 Republicans .
President Pro

House Speaker,

Tempore

Todd Huston (R !

Fishers (R) Rodrick Bray (R)
Martinsville

10 Democrats
Senate Minority

30 Democrats
House Minority

Leader, L.eader,
Phil GiaQuinta (D) Shelli quer (D)
Fort Wayne Bloomington
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2026 Indiana General Assembly

e The 2026 Session is a short session
— Non-budget year

* First Day of Session is likely January 6, 2026,
with a 1:30 p.m. start.

* Closed on January 19, 2026, for MLK Day.
e Session Break?

* Last Day to adjourn Sine Die is March 14,
— Discussion of early adjournment (2 weeks early?).
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Key Goals for Session

Next year is an election year — they have noted
they want in and out of session.

Legislators have not outlined key goals but may
need to revisit spending cuts, implementation
for the “Big Beautiful Bill” and related
programmatic requirements.
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So what’s been happening during the
2025 Interim....

A number of interim study committees have
oeen meeting to discuss issues that may be
oefore the 2026 General Assembly.

* Discussion of special session for redistricting.
e State and federal budget cuts.

* Numerous changes for childcare programs and
providers due to budget constraints.
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What Nonprofits Can / Cannot Do

CAN

* Hold non-partisan voter
education activities including

- public forums and

- publishing voter education
guidelines.

* Encourage participation in the
electoral process

- voter registration
- get-out-the-vote drives
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CANNOT

* Prohibited from directly or
indirectly participating in,
intervening in, any political
campaign on behalf (or in
opposition) of any elective public
office.

* Make contributions to a political
campaign on behalf of the
organization.
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How a Bill Becomes a Law — Step 1

Introduction:

"The style of every law shall be: "Be it enacted by
the General Assembly of the State of Indiana”; and
no law shall be enacted, except by bill. Bills may
originate in either House but may be amended or
rejected in the other; except that bills for raising
revenue shall originate in the House of
Representatives" Article 4. Section 1; Article 4,
Section 17
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How a Bill Becomes a Law — Step 2

Consideration:

"Every bill shall be read, by title, on three separate
days, in each House; unless, in case of emergency,
two-thirds of the House where such bill may be
pending shall, by a vote of yeas and nays, deem it
expedient to dispense with this rule; but the reading
of a bill, by title, on its final passage, shall, in no
case, be dispensed with; and the vote on the
passage of every bill or joint resolution shall be
taken by yeas and nays." Article 4. Section 18
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How a Bill Becomes a Law — Step 3

Passage:

"A majority of all the members elected to each
House, shall be necessary to pass every bill or joint
resolution; and all bills and joint resolutions so
passed, shall be signed by the Presiding Officers of
the respective Houses" Article 4, Section 25
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ow a Bill Becomes a Law — Step 4

Presentment:
"Every bill which shall have passed the General
Assembly shall be presented to the Governor.”
Article 5, Section 14 a
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How a Bill Becomes a Law — Step 5

Filing:

"Every bill presented to the Governor which is
signed by him or her on which he/she fails to act
within said seven days after presentment shall be
filed with the Secretary of State within ten days of
presentment. In the event a bill is passed over the
Governor's veto, such bill shall be filed with the
Secretary of State without further presentment to
the Governor." Article 5, Section 14
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How a Bill Becomes a Law — Step 6

Circulation:

"No act shall take effect, until the same shall
have been published and circulated in the
several counties of the State, by authority,
except in case of emergency, which
emergency shall be declared in the preamble,
or in the body, of the law." Article 4, Section
28
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SO WHAT DOES THAT REALLY MEAN?
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From Idea to Bill...

An idea is developed. A legislator — either a Representative or a
Senator — decides to sponsor a bill. This could be an original idea, or
it could come as a suggestion from a constituent, an interest group,
a public official, or the Governor. Other lawmakers may be asked to
join as co-sponsors. The co-sponsors may or may not be of the
same political party as the sponsor. A bill is drafted. At the
sponsoring legislator’s direction, the nonpartisan Legislative
Services Agency (LSA) provides research and drafting assistance.
LSA prepares the bill in proper technical form. The bill is introduced.
The bill is filed by the legislator in her/his own chamber, which
could be either the Senate or the House of Representatives. If the
chamber leadership does not call the bill for First Reading, it “dies.”
If the bill is called, it is scheduled for First Reading. The bill has its
First Reading in the house of origin. The bill is read by title for the
first time to the full legislative body.
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Committee

 The bill is assigned to committee. The President Pro Tempore of the
Senate or the Speaker of the House of Representatives can choose
not to refer the bill to a committee. In this event, the bill “dies.” If
the bill is to advance, it is referred to a committee for review. The
committee takes action on the bill. The committee chairperson may
choose not to schedule the bill for hearing. In this event, the bill
“dies.” If the bill is to advance, it is scheduled for a public hearing.
At that hearing, the committee discusses the merits and
disadvantages of the bill, and any interested party may ask to speak
to the committee. Interested persons may speak in favor of or in
opposition to the bill. Following this hearing, the bill can be voted
upon or tabled. If the bill is tabled, it may or may not come back for
a vote. If it does not come back for a vote, the bill “dies”. If the
committee casts a vote on the bill, the bill can be defeated or it can
advance.
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Second Reading

 The committee sends the bill back to the house of
origin for Second Reading. If the committee advances
the bill, it is printed and the full body of legislators has
at least two days to review it. Chamber leadership may
choose not to schedule the bill for Second Reading. In
this event, the bill “dies.” If the bill is scheduled, any
legislator of the house of origin can suggest
amendments to the bill. The amendments can be
approved by a majority vote of the full body of
legislators. Following a vote on amendments, a vote is
held on the bill itself. The bill may “die” at this point, or
it may advance.
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T —
Third Reading

 The house of origin holds the Third Reading and
the bill is voted upon by the full chamber. Again,
chamber leadership may choose not to schedule
the bill for Third Reading, and the bill “dies.” If the
bill is scheduled, amendments can once again be
made. However, on Third Reading, the
amendments cannot be approved unless two-
thirds of the legislators agree to the change.
Following a vote on amendments, the bill once
again comes to a vote by the full body. A simple
majority of the full house can advance the bill. If
a majority vote is not received, the bill “dies.”
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Bill in Second Chamber

 The process repeats in the other chamber. Once
the bill has advanced through the house of origin,
it is sent to the second house, where the process
repeats. The second chamber may fail to act on
the bill, in which case the bill “dies.” If action is
taken, the bill must pass through First Reading,
Committee, Second Reading and Third Reading.
The bill can “die” at any step of the way, just as it
can in the house of origin. At the same stages as
in the house of origin, as long as the bill is
advancing, amendments may be proposed and
accepted.

BB BARNES &

B % THORNBURGw» =


https://twitter.com/BTLawNews
https://twitter.com/BTLawNews

Bill Returns to House of Origin

* The bill returns to the house of origin. If the bill
advances through the second chamber without
amendments, the bill is sent to the Governor for
signature. If the bill advances with amendments, it
returns to the house of origin. The house of origin may
fail to take action, and the bill “dies.” The legislative
body may vote to approve the changes made by the
second chamber. If this happens, the bill is sent to the
Governor for signature. If the first chamber does not
approve the changes made by the second chamber,
and both houses want the bill to advance, the bill is
assigned to a Conference Committee.
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Conference Committee

* Conference Committee. Conference Committee is
made up of two members from each of the
legislative bodies. Each chamber sends one
member from both major political parties. The
four members attempt to reconcile differences
between the chambers. If agreement cannot be
reached, the bill “dies.” If agreement is reached,
the bill returns to both chambers. Both the
Senate and the House of Representatives must
approve the bill before it can be sent to the
governor for signature.
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Whack an Amendment...
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Governor’s Review

 The bill is sent to the Governor. Once the governor receives
a bill, he can sign it, veto it, or do nothing. If he signs it, the
bill becomes law. If he does nothing, the bill becomes law
without his signature. If he vetoes the bill, and the Senate
and House of Representatives do nothing, the bill “dies.” If
he vetoes the bill and the Senate and the House of
Representatives attempt to over-ride the veto, the bill may
still become law. If less than 26 Senators and less than 51
House members do not vote to over-ride the veto, the bill
“dies.” If a simple majority of both chambers vote to over-
ride the veto, the bill becomes law. The bill becomes law.
The bill becomes law at a date specified in the body of the
bill. It could be the date of the actual passing or a date at
some point in the future.
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How to Contact a Legislator at the

State House

1. Search the member list directory to find the
legislator.

Caucus Directory Links
-House Republican Caucus

-House Democrat Caucus

-Senate Republican Caucus

-Senate Democrat Caucus
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How to Contact a Legislator at the
State House cont....

2. Click on the Legislator’s profile an
“Contact your Representative”.

Todd Huston

Speaker of the House | District 37

Contact Information

Legislative Assistant: Brittany Jenkins

d press

Phone: 317-232-9677 | 1-800-382-9841

Contact your Representative

Press Contact

Erin Wittern
Phone: 317-232-9887
Email: erin.wittern@iga.in.gov

My Legislation
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How to Contact a Legislator at the

State House cont.

Contact your Representative

3. Fill out the “Contact your
Representative” form with
your information and any
guestions and or concerns
you may have.
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How to Find a Bill or Amendment

1. Visit this Indiana General Assembly website

for the 2024 Legislative Session Bills.

2. Click on the bill you’re searching for.

Example HB 1024:
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1024: Pregna

1030: Passenger restraint

1034: Insur

1036

1038: P

1039: College sav

¢ accommodations

025: Mixed beverages.

1026: Commission, committee, and board administration
1027: Fire department work schedule.

1028: Medicaid coverage for pregnancy services.

of communit;

1 trust pro

lative notaries

ses of action.

e and transfer on death deeds

1035: Elimination of school improvement plans

ion for material harmful to minors

1037: Minimum teacher salaries.

tax exemption for qualified veterans

Ngs tax credit.

1040: Medical forensic examination kits
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How to Find a Bill or Amendment cont.

3. You will then be 4. The left side bar will
prompted to the Bill allow you to toggle
Details page. through the bill actions

Which includes and any amendments to

-Author / Co-Author bl”

Latest Fiscal Note

-Digest

House B]_ll 1024 Bl Actions

Pregnancy accommodations.

<€ Back to List of Bills
Actions for House Bill 1024

Reverse Aci

® All Actions O House Actions O Senate Actions

123

Senate Amendments

House Amendments

Senate Roll Calls

Introduced House Bill (H)

H 01/08/2024 Auth®gd by Representative Negele

House Roll Calls

N
[z ]

Authored by: Rep. Sharon Negele.

&
"3

Co-Authored by: Rep. Maureen Bauer.

Committee Amendments

Digest

Committee Reports
Codifies a section of the Pregnant Workers Fairness Act. Repeals superseded provisions.

CCR/Concurrence/Dissent

| CONFIDENTIAL © 2017 Barnes & Thornburg LLP. All Rights Reserved. This page, and all information on it, is confidential, proprietary and the property of
. . BARNES & Barnes & Thornburg LLP, which may not be disseminated or disclosed to any person or entity other than the intended recipient(s), and may not be

. . THORN BU RG reproduced, in any form, without the express written consent of the author or presenter. The information on this page is intended for informational @BTLawNews
LLP purposes only and shall not be construed as legal advice or a legal opinion of Barnes & Thornburg LLP.



https://twitter.com/BTLawNews
https://twitter.com/BTLawNews

How to Watch a Committee Online

1. Visit the Indiana General Assembly Website
links below:

-House Public Health Committee

-Senate Health & Provider Services Committee

Senate Health and Provider Services

mittees > Senate Health and Provider Services for committees. 2024 (Current)

Scheduled Meetings

Wednesday, 9:30 AM

10 | Room431

View Scheduled Legislation
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How to Watch a Committee Online
cont.

2. Click on the video[Blicon to join the
committee livestream with closed captioning.
" The link also provides:

u V i d e O re C O rd i n g S Livestream for Health and Provider Services

Wednesday, January 10, 2024 - Room 431

Select a room from the dropdown below to view Senate or House livestreams.

Upcoming Meetings Monday £

L]
" Meeting agenda -
Calendars and Schedules 2024

10:00 AM Room 233
S ns ADJOURNED

1:30 PM Senate Chamber

JURNED

1:30 PM House Chamber
H) House Session ADJOURNED
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How to Watch a Session Online

1. Visit the Indiana
General Assembly link R B
Welcome to the Indiana General Assembly

2. On the right side of — —
the page you will see

Calendars and Schedules
Republicans 2 -

Chamber Filter.

an “Upcoming
Meetings” calendar. e
This will have all the

current committee and
session schedules
currently available.
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How to Watch a Session Online cont.

3. Scroll through the 4. You will then be
schedule until you find prompted to the video
either Senate Session or livestream of the session.
House Session and click

Upcoming Meetings Tuesday £

' o Livestreams
t h e ‘ I CO n . Calendars and Schedules 102:

amber Filte All Meetings ‘ Select a room from the dropdown below to view Senate or House livestreams.

Senate Chamber

10:00 AM Room 233
(S) Homeland Security and
Trans -

tation

10:30 AM Room 156-C
(H) Government and Regulatory
Reform L)
10:30 AM Room 156-B
(H) Public Policy - ] ) 0 | S |
Thereis caurlteintlyln'ol
Y kT -
10:30 AM Room 156-A S rcam s

(H) Utilities, Energy and

Telecommunications

1:30PM Senate Chamber
il
1:30 PM House Chamber

y

(H) House Session -
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Questions?
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Contact Information

Heather D. Harris

Partner

Barnes & Thornburg LLP

11 South Meridian Street

Indianapolis, IN 46202
Heather.Harris@btlaw.com

(317) 231-6448 (direct) or (317) 490-3652 (cell)
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Questions?
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Contact Information

Heather D. Harris

Partner

Barnes & Thornburg LLP

11 South Meridian Street

Indianapolis, IN 46202
Heather.Harris@btlaw.com

(317) 231-6448 (direct) or (317) 490-3652 (cell)
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