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Key ECE 
Programs CCDBG 

Head Start 

PDG B-5

IDEA early intervention & 
preschool special ed

CCAMPIS



Types of Funding

• Predetermined spending that 

does not require annual 

appropriations for entitlement 

programs 

• Ex: a portion of the Child Care 

and Development Fund (CCDF) 

known as Child Care 

Entitlement to the States, TANF

• Congress sets funding levels 

each year through appropriations 

for discretionary programs

• If legislation is not passed by 

September 30 (or CR), the 

programs cannot operate

• Ex: a portion of CCDF, Head 

Start, CCAMPIS, IDEA Parts 

B(619) and C, PDG B-5

Mandatory Discretionary



Annual 
Appropriations

▪ Congress makes decisions on discretionary funding 
every year 

1. Begins with President’s proposal

2. 12 subcommittees draft proposals

3. Reviewed/voted on by full committee

4. Chambers reconcile differences

5. President signs into law

▪ Target deadline Sept 30

▪ Advocacy for ECE is crucial

▪ ECE community budget asks

▪ Messaging and strategy



FY26 Appropriations

• CCDBG - $8.8B (an $85 mil 
increase) 

• Head Start - $12.4B($85 mil 
increase) 

• IDEA Part B (619) – $420 mil 
(level)

• IDEA Part C – $540 mil (level)

• PDG B-5 – $315 mil (level)

• CCAMPIS - $75 mil (level)

• CCDBG: $8.7B (level)

• Head Start: $12.3B (level)

• IDEA Part B(619) and C: line-

by-line proposed funding levels 

not yet released; $26 mil 

increase overall

• PDG B-5: eliminated

• CCAMPIS: eliminated 

Senate Markup House Markup

Cuts ED funding by 
$12 bil or 15%



Advocacy 101

• Importance of cultivating relationships

• Child care as a bipartisan issue

• Bringing in educator voice

• Partnering with parents to share collective 
story – especially how investing in workforce 
supports families

• Weaving data and stories to highlight true 
impacts

• Avoiding shortcuts



Relevant Members & 
Committees 
• U.S. Senators for IN Jim Banks and Todd Young 

• Find your rep: www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member 

• Education and Workforce (H) 

• Rep. Mark Messmer

• Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) – (S)

• Sen. Jim Banks

• Appropriations (H + S)

• Rep. Frank Mrvan

• Approps Labor HHS Subcommittee (H + S)

• Bipartisan Pre-K and Child Care Caucus (H)

• ECE champions

http://www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member
http://www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member
http://www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member
http://www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member
http://www.congress.gov/members/find-your-member


• Budget reconciliation (HR 1/OBBB)

• Massive cuts to Medicaid, SNAP, higher ed

• Award delays and cancelations

• CCAMPIS

• Rule changes

• Head Start eligibility: Court granted preliminary injunction, blocking PROWRA change in all 

states

• Upcoming NPRM for Head Start and CCDF

Federal Landscape



HR 1/OBBB

▪ Disruptions and barriers to health care access

▪ More paperwork burden to prove employment

▪ More time spent re-applying for coverage more often

▪ More lawful immigrants left uninsured, w/o food access

▪ Increased food instability for families and educators

▪ Prohibits students from using federal loans to pay for 

degree programs with “low earning outcomes”

▪ Could cause higher ed ECE programs to close

▪ Threatens educator access to higher ed to enter the 

field, advance their careers, improve quality of care

➢ Cuts Medicaid by $1 trillion, leaving an additional ~10 million people uninsured
➢ Cuts SNAP by ~$186 billion, leaving over 3 million people without food access
➢ Cuts to higher education and threatens access to ECE higher ed
➢ Modest enhancements to tax credits for families with young children

What the changes mean for already underpaid and 

overburdened early educators and families:



Federal Impacts on Indiana

▪ 28% of IN educators covered by 
Medicaid

▪ >69% of IN SNAP participants are 
families with children 

▪ IN will lose an estimated $20 bil in 
federal funding for Medicaid over 10 
years

▪ IN will spend an additional $196 mil 
on SNAP

▪ Major impacts on states’ budgets 
and resources they can provide

▪ 61% of federal funding sent to 
IN is for Medicaid 

▪ Decreased access to higher ed 
impact on ECE workforce + supply

HR1

▪ Targets increased 

reimbursement requirement, 

other regs

▪ Potential deregulation, health 

and safety/quality

▪ IN already seeing decreases to 

provider reimbursement

▪ 11% of IN’s child care providers 

say they may close in the next 

year

Upcoming changes to 
CCDF and Head Start

• Preliminary injunction applies to 

all states as litigation continues

Head Start 
eligibility change



What’s Next?

▪ Educating ECE field on the provisions

▪ Preparing for, tracking, and elevating 

impacts

▪ Engaging in public comment opportunities 

▪ Engaging at the state-level to mitigate 

harms

▪ Strategizing across ECE, higher ed spaces



Advocacy 
Opportunities



Resources
▪ NAEYC Newsletter Signup

▪ NAEYC Workforce Surveys

▪ Build Your Advocacy Skills

▪ The Cost of Cuts: What Families and 

Educators Will Lose in the Wake of the Budget 

Battle

https://www.naeyc.org/newsletter-signup
https://www.naeyc.org/newsletter-signup
https://www.naeyc.org/ece-workforce-surveys
https://www.naeyc.org/ece-workforce-surveys
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/public-policy-advocacy/build-your-public-policy-knowledge
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/public-policy-advocacy/build-your-public-policy-knowledge
https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/downloads/PDFs/our-work/public-policy-advocacy/2025_budget_analysis_brief_final.pdf
https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/downloads/PDFs/our-work/public-policy-advocacy/2025_budget_analysis_brief_final.pdf
https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/downloads/PDFs/our-work/public-policy-advocacy/2025_budget_analysis_brief_final.pdf
https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/downloads/PDFs/our-work/public-policy-advocacy/2025_budget_analysis_brief_final.pdf


Q&A
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