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WHAT IS PATHS TO QUALITY™ OR PTQ?
Paths to QUALITY™ or PTQ encourages early care and 
education professionals to enhance their business 
by providing knowledge, training, and guidance in 
providing higher quality care.

•  It identifies four levels of high quality care and 
establishes the requirements to meet those levels

•  It provides incentives to advance to the next level 
of care

•  It provides a Coach to help walk you through the 
process

•  It provides a referral system that helps parents 
locate participating Paths to QUALITY™ providers 
like you

Best of all, Paths to QUALITY™ is a free resource, and 
it’s easy to do! You can participate using our easy, 
self-guided workbook or a Paths to QUALITY™ Coach 
can walk you through the process. Once you’re in, 
you can use the available Toolkit for materials to help 
promote your business.

HOW CAN I LEARN MORE? 
Anyone can learn more about Paths to 
QUALITY™, national accreditation, and the 
technical assistance process by visiting 
Indiana AEYC’s website at www.iaeyc.org and 
following the Programs & Research menu to 
the Indiana Accreditation Project. Here Paths to 
QUALITY™ enrolled providers can access online 
resources specific to their accrediting body, 
apply for technical assistance, and apply for an 
accreditation scholarship. 

The INDIANA ACCREDITATION 
PROJECT was supported by funding from the 
Child Care Development Block Grant awarded to 
the Office of Early Childhood and Out-of-School 
Learning, a division of the Indiana Family and 
Social Services Administration. 

INDIANA AEYC promotes high-quality 
learning for all children, birth through age 8, 
by connecting practice, policy, and research. 
We advance a diverse, dynamic early childhood 
profession and support all who care for, educate, 
and work on behalf of young children.

Indiana Association for the Education of Young 
Children, Inc. (Indiana AEYC) is an equal access/
equal opportunity employer. 
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HOW CAN THE INDIANA 
ACCREDITATION PROJECT BENEFIT 
ME?
The Indiana Accreditation Project provides online 
resources to help early care and education and 
school age facilities choose the appropriate 
accreditation for Paths to QUALITY™ Level 4 
and assist in the maintenance of the chosen 
accreditation. To assist providers in enhancing their 
own skills, dispositions, and behaviors to achieve 
and maintain accreditation and Paths to QUALITY™ 
Level 4, the Indiana Accreditation Project employs 
experienced, educated, and committed Coaches in 
your area that will provide the technical assistance 
necessary to help you meet your quality improvement 
goals. Finally, the Indiana Accreditation Project offers 
eligible early care and education and school age 
facilities financial scholarships for the attainment 
and maintenance of national accreditation.  

“We are no longer merely 
providing a service, we are 
shaping young children’s lives, 
and being the positive base children 
deserve and need.”

 -Accredited Center Director
The Indiana Accreditation Project provides 
financial and technical assistance for early care 
and education and school age facilities wishing to 
initiate, complete and maintain Paths to QUALITY™ 
Level 4 and national accreditation. 

WHAT IS NATIONAL ACCREDITATION? 
Paths to QUALITY™ and national accreditation 

are voluntary processes whereby early care and 

education facilities can improve the quality of their 

programs. These are measures of quality many 

families look for when choosing an early education 

or school age facility for their children. Attaining and 

maintaining Paths to QUALITY™ Level 4 and national 

accreditation ensures that staff are prepared to 

meet families’ needs and are committed to ongoing 

evaluation and improvement. 
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ACCREDITED EARLY CARE AND 
EDUCATION PROGRAMS PROVIDE: 

•  Excellent Education 

•  Professional Staff

•  High Standards 

•  Commitment 

•  Leadership 

WHO BENEFITS FROM NATIONAL 
ACCREDITATION? 
Young CHILDREN in accredited programs receive 
nurturing care in a safe, healthy environment that is 
respectful of their cultural backgrounds. Children 
participate in enriching educational activities with 
resources most appropriate for their age, development 
and individual needs. 

Accreditation helps FAMILIES confidently choose 
an educational environment for their children that is 
responsive, safe, and stimulating. 

EMPLOYERS of accredited programs provide 
consistent, high- quality settings that directly improve 
employee attendance, morale and productivity. 

By offering exceptionally high quality early care and 
education, accredited programs help to strengthen 
families, build more vibrant neighborhoods and create 
stronger COMMUNITIES. 

Find out more and apply today! 
Visit www.iaeyc.org and click 
INDIANA Accreditation Project.


